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Earning Patient Trust via Blue Button Request

CMS calls on MA plans to “meet or 
exceed” Blue Button FHIR API by 

CY2020, considering regulation; Rush 
UMC launching one of the inaugural 

“Blue Button” apps to aid consumers in 
navigating care delivery options

Source: whitehouse.gov/innovation

Invest in (digital) infrastructure1

2 Encourage standards

3 Open up data

4 Enable “retail” and “wholesale” digital services

5 Reward outcomes

Enablers for Digital Transformation
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Source: http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/criminals-allegedly-hack-irs-steal-taxpayers-personal-data-31330191; https://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/Additional-IRS-Statement-on-the-
Get-Transcript-Incident; DARPA 

Source: Hhttps://cloudblogs.microsoft.com/industry-blog/industry/health/microsoft-amazon-google-and-ibm-issue-joint-statement-for-healthcare-interoperability/; https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/interoperability/heat-wave-the-u-s-is-poised-to-catch-
fhir-in-2019/

ONC reports 82% of hospitals, 64% of physicians meet 2015 CERT 
edition API requirements using EHRs deploying FHIR standards
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“Plug and Play” Access to Clinical Data for Patient Cohorts

“ONC also supports the ongoing work to extend this open API technology to 
population-level data transfer…Central to a value-based health system is 

expanding the ability to find and move data for more than one patient at a time.” 
ONC Director Don Rucker

Source: https://github.com/smart-on-fhir/fhir-bulk-data-docs; https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20180618.138568/full/
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Open Health Care Data an Enabler for Delivery Reform Feedback Loops

On July 4, 1776, the 
weather in Philly was clear 
and mild with a high of 76 

degrees

Source: http://celebrating200years.noaa.gov/foundations/climate_data/image1.html; whitehouse.gov; CareJourney analysis of CMS “VRDC”

Annual Wellness Visit Rate TCM (Transitional Care) Rate

CMS opens “linked A/B/D” 
data access via QE program, 

VRDC, ACO, PUF files and 
“Blue Button”

The (Less Told) Healthcare.gov Story

Source: http://makinggood.edmullen.com/index.php/article/health_insurance_exchange/; 
www.healthcare.gov; http://health.usnews.com/health-insurance; http://blog.uber.com/Momentum
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Scaling What Works via ACA Payment Reform (Innovation Center)

Source: White House Office of the CTO

“The evaluation…indicate that 
beneficiaries…have achieved success 
with losing weight and reducing the 

incidence of diabetes.” - CMS Actuary

Apps to Enable Value-Based Care Models

Source: https://www.rush.edu/health-wellness/video-library/total-health-collaborative; Shafiq Rab, RUMC CIO

16-year life 
expectancy gap; 

goal to cut 50% in 
ten years

Leadership selected 
3rd party app, for 

“plug-play” 
workflow changes

CIO takes weeks, 
not months to 
enable apps 
integration

Immediate impact –
48/70 patients 

screened for needs; 
no return ER visits


